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in praise of the grace and dignity of her daughter :
to him the most beautiful feature of the Coronation
ceremony was the exquisite manner in which she
had done homage to her father-in-law. What struck
him even more was her intellectual grasp : " If His
Majesty had the mind, the judgment and the fore-
sight of the Princess Royal, there would be nothing
to fear, and the example and influence of Prussia
would soon be marvellously developed. Lord Claren-
don has had the honour to hold a very long conversa-
tion with Her Royal Highness, and has been more
than ever astonished at the statesmanlike and com-
prehensive views which she takes of the policy of
Prussia, both internal and foreign, and of the duties
of a Constitutional King.5'1 But this appreciation,
though gratifying in itself, surely contained the seeds
of perilous stuff. In Prussia it was not proper for
any woman to have statesmanlike and Liberal views,
especially if she was Crown Princess, or, if she had,
she must keep her guilty secret undivulged. The new
King had clearly foreshadowed an autocratic policy
when he addressed the Prussian Chamber : " The
rulers of Prussia receive their Crown from God.
This is the signification of the expression * King by
the Grace of God ' and therein lies the sanctity of the
Crown which is inviolable." Such a monarch would
not be likely to appreciate his English daughter-in-
law's views on the duties of the Constitutional King
of Prussia. Moreover The Times, under the editor-
ship of Delane, had lately been publishing a series
of violent articles attacking all Prussian forms of

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, I, in, p. 584,
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